
LOS LUNAS SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 27, 2017 

CALL TO ORDER 
Board President Bryan C. Smith called the Board Meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  He thanked 

everyone for coming and reminded everyone to turn off their cell phones or other electronic 

devices. 

Board Members Present: 
Bryan C. Smith, President 
Georgia Otero-Kirkham, Vice President 
Sonya C’Moya, Secretary 
Frank A. Otero, Member 
Art Castillo, Member 
 
Administrators Present: 
Dana Sanders, Superintendent 
Claire Cieremans, Chief Finance Officer 
Juliette R. Benavidez, Assistant Superintendent 
Susan Chavez, Assistant Superintendent 
Andy Garcia, Dir. of Maintenance 
Wilson Holland, Dir. of Athletics 
Erica Hidalgo, Dir. of Elementary Programs 
Cynthia Philips, Dir. of Compliance & Accountability 
Andrew Saiz, Dir. of Personnel/Leadership Development 
Julie Smith, Dir. of Secondary Programs  
 
Others Present: 
Margo Rivera, NEA, Los Lunas 
Karen Bonanno, NEA, Los Lunas 
Deborah Fox, Valencia County News-Bulletin 
Ten (10) Additional Community Members, Staff, and Students 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
Superintendent Dana Sanders reported the meeting had been announced in accordance with the 

Open Meetings Resolution, and was a legally constituted meeting of the Los Lunas Schools Board 

of Education.  



 
Ms. Kirkham recognized Valencia County Commissioner David Hyder who was in the audience. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chloe Blanton, an incoming sixth grader at Katherine Gallegos Elementary, led the audience in the 
Pledge. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mr. Smith asked if there were any changes or deletions to the agenda.  There being none, Mr. Smith 
called for a motion. 
Ms. C’Moya moved, and Ms. Kirkham seconded, to approve the agenda as presented by Ms. Sanders 
and her staff.  There being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a roll call vote with the following 
results: Art Castillo-yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham-yes; Sonya C’Moya-yes; Frank A. Otero-yes; and Bryan 
C. Smith-yes. Motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was one request to address the Board. Karen Bonanno, asked to address the Board 

regarding Item #10 A. and B. PRESENTATION OF POLICIES:  First Reading - Policies 5.21 and 5.44.  

Ms. Sanders asked Mr. Smith if it would be more appropriate for Ms. Bonanno to hold / move 

her comments until the policies were discussed.  Mr. Smith said he had spoken to Ms. Bonanno 

and since she was there to speak personally, he suggested that her comments be made under 

this section.  He added that  Ms. Bonanno understood that there would be no comment from 

the board members. 

Ms. Bonanno stated that she was a library assistant at Peralta Elementary, the NEA-LL Secretary, 

part of the ESP Bargaining Team, and lived in Mr. Frank Otero’s District.  She added that 

although she was a member of NEA-LL, her comments were her personal comments.  

Ms. Bonanno said that she felt that the proposed changes to Policy 5.21 and the addition of 

Policy 5.44 were in violation of the Collective Bargaining Agreement, and that any changes they 

should be negotiated in good faith before being made into policy.  She said that she felt that 

failure to do so could lead to complaints being sent to the labor board as it affected changes in 

hours and employment rights.  She encouraged the Board to send the items for negotiations 

before making them into policy. 

Ms. Bonanno was thanked for her comments. 

  



APPROVAL OF CONSENT ITEMS 
Mr. Otero moved to consent all of the action items on the agenda with the following 

exception: Item #11. APPROVAL OF ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 2017-18 

SCHOOL YEAR (revised).   Mr. Castillo seconded the motion. 

Mr. Smith announced for the benefit of the audience, that consent items were the action items 

on the agenda presented by the Superintendent and her staff for approval.  The action items had 

been reviewed by the board members individually.  No discussion had been asked regarding the 

items by any of the board members, and the items were therefore submitted for approval with 

one motion/vote. 

There being no discussion, Mr. Smith called for a roll call vote with the following results: Art 

Castillo - yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham – yes; Sonya C’Moya – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; and Bryan 

C. Smith - yes.   Motion passed. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: May 23, 2017 Regular Meeting (Approved by Consent) 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 Attendance at Finance Committee Meetings: 

Mr. Castillo stated that at the last board meeting he had asked for this item to be placed 

on the agenda for discussion by the Board as a whole.  He had discussed with Ms. Sanders 

and her staff how the agenda was structured for the finance committee.  Although the 

committee met only once a month, when the meeting was posted it states that 

attendance is by invitation only.  He said that he would like the statement removed 

because he felt that the Board needed to be as transparent as possible and felt that 

anyone from the community and or staff should be able to attend the meetings. 

Mr. Otero asked Ms. Sanders if the public had to be allowed to attend the finance 

committee meetings and if it fell under the auspice of the Open Meetings Act.  Ms. 

Sanders said that the Board could allow people to attend the meeting.  However, because 

there was not a quorum of board members in attendance, and because the committee 

members had not been delegated any authority to act on behalf of the rest of the Board, 

nor to make any decisions on behalf of the Board, the committee meeting did not have 

to be open. 

She added that the way their finance committee meeting worked was that two board 

members were appointed to the committee and had not, to her knowledge, ever been 



given authority to act on behalf on the Board; they were there to listen to discussion.  She 

said it was at the pleasure of the Board the way they wanted to handle it. 

Mr. Otero recommended that the item by placed on a future agenda for further discussion 

and possible action. 

Ms. C’Moya, Mr. Otero, and Ms. Kirkham led extensive discussion regarding the purpose 

of the Finance Committee, transparency, and the changes that opening up the Finance 

Committee could mean. Further discussion topics included what the delay that posting 

the agenda for the committee meeting could mean for time sensitive items and 

confidential information such as bids.  Other topics discussed included the public 

receiving information prior to the board members who were not on the finance 

committee, as well as, whether it would affect other committees, in the District. 

Ms. C’Moya added that she had served on the Finance Committee as a member and as 

the chair of that committee and no one had ever approached her wanting to attend the 

committee meeting.  She said that each of the member’s contact information was posted, 

encouraged them to contact the members if they had a question. 

Ms. Sanders asked for clarification that Ms. C’Moya wanted her to contact the attorneys 

to find out about discussion of contracts, and if the Finance Committee Meetings were 

subject to the Open Meetings Act, inclusive of the 72-hour notice and agenda.  Also, if 

they did do that, would that then subject other meetings to being held in a similar public 

forum.  She asked, and was given, clarification that the Board wished for this to be an 

action item on the next board meeting. 

Ms. Sanders added that after reading the policy, she did not feel they would have to 

change the Finance Committee Policy if they voted to open the meeting, but asked if 

amending the policy was something they wanted to consider. 

Ms. Sanders was asked to get a legal opinion on whether Finance Committee Meetings 

were subject to the same restrictions and time deadlines of the OMA. 

DISCUSSION ITEMS (Continued) 

Public Comment Policy/Procedure 
Mr. Smith stated that several people had approached him and said they wanted to be 

able to address the Board on any topic they chose.  He said he had checked with the 

majority of the other Districts and they allowed people to address the board for a limited 

amount of time on any subject they chose. 



Ms. Sanders stated that she did not have an issue with the public addressing the Board.  

She added that the public did currently have an avenue to address the Board.  A person 

could address an issue on the agenda, and could ask for an item to be placed on the 

agenda for discussion.  Many times the public wanted to speak on topics that could not 

be addressed without further information and/or were not topics that could be addressed 

in public. She added that the policy on public comment was put into place on the advice 

of legal counsel to ensure that board business was allowed to take place, and to ensure 

that topics that were not subject to public discussion, such as personnel or student-

related issues, were not discussed.  She suggested that town hall meetings could be set 

up for the public to have discussions with board members on various topics.  

Mr. Smith stated he felt it would be beneficial to allow people to speak on any topic and 

he felt that comments could be regulated.  Ms. Kirkham, Mr. Otero, and Ms. C’Moya led 

discussion during which it was discussed that many times issues that were brought up 

required further information, research, and / or did not come under the Board’s area of 

responsibility.  Further, once a person began to speak there was no guarantee that they 

would stick to the topic and could violate others’ rights. Ms. Sanders was asked to get a 

legal opinion on allowing public comment. Mr. Smith announced that the items had been 

listed for discussion; therefore, no action was needed or warranted at this time. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 Spring Athletics & State Champions: Wilson Holland 

Mr. Sanders introduced Wilson Holland, the District’s Athletic Director. Mr. Holland stated 

that, as the GPAs showed, there was a direct correlation between students being in 

athletics and activities and higher GPAs and graduation rates.  He thanked the Board and 

Ms. Sanders for allowing the addition of tennis.  Discussion ensued regarding where the 

swim and tennis teams practiced. Director Holland gave a PowerPoint Presentation 

regarding the spring sports programs at VMS, LLMS, LLHS and VHS.  The presentation 

included a comprehensive breakdown by team and school including records, GPAs, 

accomplishments, and recognitions, of individuals, teams, and coaches at the District, 

Metro, and State levels. Mr. Holland thanked the Board, Ms. Sanders, the Cabinet, 

administration, teachers, coaches, parents, and the community for their support of our 

student athletes. The board members and Ms. Sanders individually thanked Mr. Holland 



and his staff for their hard work.  They congratulated and commended all of the student 

athletes and their coaches on their accomplishments, inclusive of two coaches, Coach 

Jenrette and Coach Young who had been named as coaches of the year by their fellow 

coaches. Certificates were presented to the following student athletes for their first place 

finish at the NM State Championships. 

Boys 200 Meter Dash Class 5A Champion 
• Devon Sparkman 22.38 Valencia High School 
 
Boys 100 Meter Dash Class 5A Champion 
• Omaury Samuels 11.02 Los Lunas High School 
 
Boys 4x100 Meter Relay Class 5A Champions 
Los Lunas High School  42.89 
• Michael Montoya  
• Chris Lafave  
• Andrue Garcia  
• Omaury Samuels  
 
Boys 4x200 Meter Relay Class 5A Champions 
Los Lunas High School  1:28.84 

• Michael Montoya 
• Chris Lafave 
• Andrue Garcia 
• Omaury Samuels 
 

Boys 5A Golf Champion 
• Chesten Browning 72-78—150 Los Lunas High School 
Parent Cindy Browning addressed the Board regarding the golf team; specifically, whether 

the sanction imposed that cost LLHS to forfeit their District first place finish would affect 

her son’s first place standing as the District and State Champion. Ms. Sanders stated that 

the golf team’s sanction would not affect her son’s standing as an individual.  She added 

that the error was not caused by any of the student athletes.  They were not making 

excuses. It was an adult error, and they were looking into it as a District.  Ms. Sanders said 

she appreciated Ms. Browning’s comments, and as a member of the NMAA Board of 

Directors, she (Ms. Sanders) would address it with that group as well. 

PRESENTATION OF POLICIES: First Reading 

A. Board Policy #5.21: Leaves and Absences 

B. Board Policy #5.44: Employee Leave Donation 

As per action taken at the May 23, 2017 board meeting, the two policies listed were submitted 



for the first of three readings.  Discussion ensued regarding both policies. Ms. Sanders reported 

that Board Policy #5.21 encompassed all leave and absences.  The requested change was to delete 

5.21.4 that dealt with the sick bank.  The change was requested because the policy no longer met 

the tenant of the statute. 

Mr. Smith added that employees were asked to donate a personal day for the sick leave 

bank upon their initial employment but the number of sick leave bank donations did not 

support the requests. 

Mr. Castillo was given clarification that they were deleting all references to the sick leave 

bank, and the rest of the policy would remain intact. 

Mr. Otero said he supported checking with the attorneys to investigate a potential labor 

violation as was brought up by Ms. Bonanno.  He added that being brought to the Board 

as a labor violation could set the process back several many months, and he felt that in 

fairness to the staff they should get clarification.  Mr. Otero said he was comfortable 

keeping the policy as a first reading until the legal opinion was received. 

Mr. Smith asked Ms. Sanders to also check again regarding the legality of bypassing three 

readings of a policy if the Board felt it was warranted in the best interests of the District.  

Ms. Sanders asked for, and was given, clarification that the Board was asking her to get a 

legal opinion from the District’s attorney regarding two different things.  The first being 

whether the Board’s amending and adding a policy was a violation of the Labor Law with 

the bargaining unit, and second, whether the Board could bypass three readings of a 

policy if they felt it was warranted. 

Mr. Smith announced that Items #10 A. and B. PRESENTATION OF POLICIES: First Reading 

- Board Policy #5.21: Leaves and Absences and Board Policy #5.44:  Employee Leave 

Donation, were submitted for the first of three readings.  No action was needed or 

warranted at this time. 

APPROVAL OF ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR (Revised) 

Mr. Castillo asked Ms. Sanders to give a brief overview of the proposed revisions to the 

organizational chart. Ms. Sanders said that the organizational chart submitted for approval was 

the same as the one submitted in March, with one exception. The change was for the addition of 

two full time assistant principals, one at  Ann Parish Elementary and the other at Desert View 

Elementary.  Last year the two schools shared a .5 assistant principal. There were several reasons 

for the addition:  Ann Parish Elementary had a new principal this year, the two schools were each 



in need for additional assistant, and there was budget to support the request.  When asked, Ms. 

Sanders reiterated that the remainder of the organizational chart remained the same. 

A brief discussion ensued during which the board members indicated their support of the addition 

of full time assistants whenever possible.  When asked about the timeframe and other openings, 

Ms. Sanders stated that the interviews would take place on July 3rd and, as of the time of the 

meeting, there were no other openings in administration. Mr. Smith then called for a motion. 

Ms. Kirkham moved, and Mr. Castillo seconded, to approve Item #11. APPROVAL OF 

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART 2017-18 SCHOOL YEAR   (revised) as presented.  Mr. Smith called for 

a roll call vote with the following results: Art Castillo - yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham – yes; Sonya 

C’Moya – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; and Bryan C. Smith - yes.   Motion passed. 

 Ms. Sanders thanked the board members for their support. 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS (Meeting held June 13, 2017) 
Approval of Reports for May 2017 

i. Schedule of Checks Written (Approved by Consent) 

ii. Cash on Hand (Approved by Consent) 

iii. Investments on Hand (Approved by Consent) 

iv. Monthly Budget Reports (Approved by Consent) 

v. Revenue (Approved by Consent) 

 
B. Approval of Budget Adjustment Requests (BARS) 

i. Reads to Lead – 27114 – FY18 – Initial Budget 
(Approved by Consent) 

 
ii. Pre K Initiative – 27149 – FY18-Initial Budget 

(Approved by Consent) 

 

iii. K-3 Plus – 27166 – FY18-Initial Budget   (Approved by Consent) 
 

 
C. Approval of Purchase:  Shi International ℅ CES for 2017/18 FY Microsoft Licensing 

Renewal for LLS   -  31600   Three Mil (Approved by Consent) 
 
 

D. Approval of Deletion of Fixed Assets (Approved by Consent) 
 



 
E. Approval of MOU with NM MESA, Inc. to Implement the MESA Growth and Advisory 

Program for Students at LLHS, LLMS, VMS and VHS (Approved by Consent) 
 
 

F. Approval of Facility Master Plan Closeout with PSCOC (Approved by Consent) 
 

G. Approval of 2017-2018 Request for Application for Elementary Arts Funding (Approved 
by Consent) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETINGS 
Mr. Smith announced that this brought them to the announcement of meetings. As allowed 

by the New Mexico Open Meetings Act and District’s Open Meetings Resolution, on 

occasion a quorum of board members attended the same function, including those held at 

school sites, at the district level, as well as sports functions, conferences, workshops, and 

trainings.  Members agreed to refrain from discussing and/or acting upon, board issues in 

those settings. In addition, only official meetings were published, and if other meetings 

were scheduled, they would be announced in accordance with the NM Open Meetings Act. 

Mr. Smith then announced the following meetings: 
• July 11, 2017, Finance Committee Meeting, Central Office Conference Room, 4:30pm Attendance 

by invitation only 
• July 25, 2017, Regular Board Meeting, Central office Board Room, 6:00pm Only one regular 

meeting in July 
• July 29, 2017, Board/Superintendent Retreat, 8:00am to 5:00pm, Isleta Resort 11000 Broadway 

Southeast, Albuquerque, New Mexico Note: Portions of each item will deal with limited personnel 
matters. The Board and Superintendent will go into Closed Executive Session as needed {Pursuant 
to 10-15-1 H (2) NMSA 1978} (Quorum in Attendance) 

CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Board went into Closed Executive Session at 7:14 pm. 
Mr. Smith called for a motion to go back into Regular Session.  
Ms. C’Moya moved, and Ms. Kirkham seconded, to go back into Regular Session.   Mr. Smith called for 

a roll call vote with the following results: Art Castillo - yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham – yes; Sonya C’Moya 

– yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; and Bryan C. Smith - yes.   Motion passed.  

REGULAR SESSION 
The Board went back into Regular Session at 7:35 pm. Mr. Smith announced that the Board had gone into 
Closed Executive Session regarding the Purchase, Acquisition or Disposal of Real Property: specifically, for 
discussion regarding the possible acquisition of real property {Pursuant to 10-15-1 H (4) NMSA 1978}.  No 
other topics were discussed, nor was any action taken while in Closed Executive Session. 



 
ACTION AS NEEDED REGARDING CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Ms. Sanders recommended that the Board approve the DD Romero, Sr. property donation, as 

proposed, and work with the attorneys to draft a resolution for future consideration. Mr. Smith 

called for a motion. 

 
Mr. Otero moved to accept the .42-acre property donation from the DD Romero, Sr. family and 

to authorize Ms. Sanders and her staff to work with the attorneys to draft a resolution for the 

Board’s future consideration.  Mr. Castillo seconded the motion.  Mr. Smith called for a roll call 

vote with the following results: Art Castillo - yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham – yes; Sonya C’Moya 

– yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; and Bryan C. Smith - yes.   Motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Castillo moved, and Ms. Kirkham   seconded, to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Smith called for 

a roll call vote with the following results: Art Castillo - yes; Georgia Otero-Kirkham – yes; Sonya 

C’Moya – yes; Frank A. Otero – yes; and Bryan C. Smith - yes.   Motion passed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm. 

APPROVED THIS 25th DAY OF JULY 2017. 
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